
Igor Stravinsky (1882-1971)      Danse Russe from Petrouchka 
       (strah-VIHN-skee) 

 
His Life 

 
Igor Stravinsky was born near St. Petersburg, Russia.  His father was a musician and his parents, determined their son 
would not follow in those footsteps, sent their son to study law in college. There he met the son of the famous composer 

Rimsky-Korsakov. Stravinsky became a student of this master of orchestration and was soon on 
his way to a lifetime of music.   
 
Stravinsky left Russia for France, where he became known to Serge Diaghilev of the Ballets 
Russes, which was at the center of the Parisian avant garde.  A 1910 commission from Diaghilev 
produced the ballet Firebird and brought Stravinsky immediate prominence.  Petrouchka was his 
next major ballet commission, and it premiered in 1911.  Stravinsky’s subsequent major ballet, 
The Rite of Spring was so cutting edge that a riot broke out at its premiere.   
 
A trip to the United States in 1939 to deliver a series of lectures at Harvard was intended to be just 
that; a trip abroad.  He continued to travel around the world for much of his life, but this trip 
marked the beginning of his residence in the United States.  His fiancée followed him and they 
were married in New York in March of 1940.  Vera Sudeikina Stravinsky was his second wife.  
They lived in Los Angeles from 1940 to 1969, becoming naturalized American citizens in 
December, 1945.  The Stravinskys lived in New York from 1969 to his death.   

 
The Music 

 
Petrouchka is a puppet who is brought to life and experiences the joys and heartaches of being both alive and inanimate.  
The Danse Russe, or Russian Dance, is from the opening scene, which is set at a festive fair.  The energy of the lively 
rhythm makes it very easy for us to imagine dancers leaping and spinning to the music.  
 
 
 
 

Ludwig van Beethoven (1770-1827)  Overture to Egmont, op. 84 
     (LOOD-vihg  fahn BAY-toe-fen)    

 
His Life 

 
By all accounts, Beethoven had a difficult childhood.  As Beethoven©s first piano teacher, his alcoholic father was cruel 
and abusive.  From early on, Beethoven found solace and fulfillment in music, having little use for school or other children 
his age.   By age 11, Beethoven was serving in the electoral court orchestra in Bonn and at age 14 had a paying position 
as the deputy court organist.   By age 17, his father©s ability to earn a living had deteriorated so greatly that Ludwig was 
essentially serving as the family©s breadwinner and his father©s guardian.  Beethoven©s move to Vienna in 1792 released 
him somewhat from family demands and brought him to a more vibrant musical culture where he was well received, both 
as a piano virtuoso and a composer. 
 

Beethoven struggled all his life with the demands of serving his art, often at the expense of the 
sociability and personal relationships he craved.  His deafness further diminished his ability to freely 
communicate with others.   Beethoven also desperately wanted the stability and sense of "human" life 
that only love, marriage, children and friends could bring.  He was never successful in these efforts, 
and apparently knew that such a life of close personal relationships would serve as a distraction from 
what was most important: his music.  His one last effort at having a family involved a bitter battle for the 
custody of his nephew after his brother©s death.   Neither uncle nor nephew was happy in the 
relationship but ultimately they did reconcile prior to Beethoven©s final illness and death.   It is said over 
10,000 attended his funeral.  He had become a great public figure as no other composer had before.   

 
 
 
 



The Music 
 
Beethoven©s music clearly reflected the struggles of humanity, as he experienced and interpreted them.  In his earlier 
music, there is the belief in the possibility of success in the struggle.  His compositions end with the expression of 
confidence that fate can be met and overcome.  In his later music there seems to be an awareness of fate as a universal 
force, not something to be challenged and overcome, but rather something worth trying to understand and reconcile. 
 
The Egmont Overture was written as part of the incidental music (music written to accompany a stage work) to Goethe©s 
play Egmont.  It was completed in June of 1810 and was immediately performed.  The plot involves the efforts of Count 
Egmont who hoped to liberate the Netherlands from Spanish rule.  Even though Egmont was a cousin of the Spanish 
King, and had served in the Spanish army, he protested to the King against the Inquisition, while still declaring his 
allegiance to the King of Spain.  An emissary of the King had Egmont and another Count arrested, accusing them of 
treason.  Their public beheading contributed to further resistance to Spanish rule in the Netherlands.  The Overture is a 
condensed musical version of the entire play.  It is highly likely that in composing this music, Beethoven was remembering 
the oppression he experienced the previous summer when the French army seized Vienna, as well as the joy of the 
release from military occupation.   
 
 

Sergei Rachmaninoff (1873-1943) Piano Concerto No. 2; III. Allegro scherzando 
      (SAIR-gay  rock-MAH-nee-noff)        (all dates but April 28 and 30) 

 
 
 
 
 

Carl Ditters von Dittersdorf (1739-1799) Harp Concerto in A Major; III. Rondeau 
        (April 28 and 30 only) 

 
His Life 

Austrian composer Ditters was a violinist and a prolific composer.  He grew up in a family able to provide extensive 
education opportunities, including private instruction in music.  By age 12 he had been appointed an important Viennese 

musical establishment where his musical contacts and exposure grew in leaps and bounds.  In his early 
20s he was employed as soloist and orchestra musician in the theatre of the imperial court, where his 
father had been a costumer.  Several later positions as Kapellmeister (music director) increased his 
understanding of orchestras and the music they could play.  Combined with his experience in theater, it 
was inevitable that Ditters would compose opera and oratorio.   
 
Ditters was adept at composition in many genres, including orchestral, chamber, keyboard, church music 
and opera and oratorio.   He was well known throughout Europe.  He served as a musician during the 
time of patronage and usually had success in finding positions.   

 
His Music 

 
Ditters wrote more than 40 concertos for various solo instruments. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

John Williams (1932- ) “ Harry’s Wondrous World” , from Harry Potter 
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